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hydraulic cement, and is perfectly water-tight; the re- 
Maining part, ten thousand three hundred and ten feet, 


‘Annual Report of the Managers of the Union Canal |'s composed of cylinders fitted into each other, made of 


Company of Pennsylvania, to the Stockholders, No- 
vember 17, 1835. 


In presenting their Annual Report, in obedience to 
the requisitions of the Charter, the President and Mana- 
gers of the Union Canal Company of Pennsylvania, have 
peculiar satisfaction in communicating to the Stock- 
holders, that, during the last year, the Canal has af- 
forded a navigation entirely uninterrupted by either 
breaches, or a deficiency of water, a gratifying evidence 
of the increasing permanency and retentiveness of the 
embank ments; that the trade has considerably augment- 
ed, and the receipts from tolls have exceeded those 
collected in any previous year, notwithstanding a great 
reduction in the rates of toll took place in February 
last. 


Although the Canal is but in its infancy, it has, in 
connection with the Schuylkill navigation, and the 
magnificent improvements of the State, conduced to 
an enlarged intercourse with the interior, encouraging, 
by cheapness of transportation, the remote agricultu- 
rist and manufacturer, to transfer to our metropolis, 
the various productions of their industry, opening new 
markets for the inexhaustible deposites of coal and 
iron, the valuable timber, and other immense resources 
with which Pennsylvania abounds, and promoting, by 
its invigorating influence, the prosperity and opulence 
of our enterprising community. 


Convinced that the Union Canal is destined to par- 
ticipate extensively in the expanding commerce be- 
tween the Atlantic and the fertile regions of the West, 
the Managers have persevered to make it an attractive, 
safe,and cheap avenue, adequate at ull times to accommo- 
date whatever amount of business may seek its channel; 
in attaining this, many obstacles and embarrassments 
have been encountered; having conquered all discour- 
agements, and achieved a work of great public utility, 
they anticipate that the period is not remote, when this 
important improvement will return a liberal remunera- 
tion to all who have embarked in the enterprise. 


During the last two years, large expenditures have 
been incurred in the prosecution of permanent im- 
provements and repairs, indispensable to preserve an 
unimpaired navigation, and to remedy deficiencies; 
most of these are completed; that of the greatest mag- 
nitude, the new feeder, from the Water Works to the 
summit level, to supersede one fallen into decay, will 
be entirely finished in the present month; materials are 
provided to prosecute other works in the approaching 
winter; when these shall be completed, the expendi- 
tures will be much retrenched, and be limited to the 
incidental charges of keeping the Canal in order. 


To impart a knowledge of these improvements, 
are concisely enumerated:— 


The new feeder from the Water Works, on Swatara, 
to the summit, is three and one-third miles in length; it 
is circular, three feet six inches in diameter, internally 
in the clear. A part, (seven thousand four hundred 
and fifty feet,) is constructed with hard bricks laid in 
Vor, XVI. 45 
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white pine staves three inches thick, hooped with iron 
bands, and supported by strong timbers, resting on 
stone foundations; as no part of the wood work is in 
contact with the ground, it will not be liable to prema- 
ture decay. 

As the principal supply of the summit is derived from 
the Water Works, and is to pass through this conduit, 
every effort has been exerted to make it answer the 
important purpose for which it is designed, two miles 

having been in use since April las', its great utility has 
been demonstrated by the increased quantity of water 
it has discharged into the summit. 

The bottom of the summit has been lined with two 
inch plank for the distance of nearly four miles; it is in- 
tended to extend the lining, during the approacling 
winter, about three-fourths ot a mile further, for which 
purpose the necessary materials are provided. Several 
levels east of the summit, and two levels to the west, 

| below Hummelstown, all of which pass through lime- 
| stone, have been planked for the distance of seven hun- 
| dred and eleven rods. 
Plank, and other materials are provided, to line, du- 
| ring the winter, seven hundred and seventy-five feet 
/on the navigable feeder, where large sinks in cavernous 
| limestone have frequently occurred. It is believed that 
| there are no other parts of the Canal which will require 
a resort to this method of preventing the loss of water, 
| A Collector’s house at Middletown, and thirty-five 
Lock-keepers’ houses, have been built, embracing all 
| the points where they can be required. 

Two weighing locks, one of them erected at Reading, 
the other at the Water Works, have proved useful in 
ascertaining the accurate weight of boats, and prevent- 

| ing impositions on the revenue. 


| Most of the aqueducts have been thoroughly repair- 

‘ed, and materials provided to rebuild, during the win- 

iter, the large aqueduct on the navigable feeder across 
the Swatara, and one below Reading. 


A new feeder dam has been erected in Swatara 
Creek, and all the dams and feeders in the line repair- 
ed and strengthened. 

The additional fee’er introduced in the summit, by 
‘transferring to M’Laughlin’s Pond one of the steam. 
| engines from the Water Works, has proved so benefi- 
| cial, that all apprehensions of a scarcity of water on the 
| summit, even in the driest seasons, are dispelled. 


Five hundred and sixty feet of iron pipes for a new 
main have been laid down at the Water Works, many 
bridges rebuilt, and materials provided for rebuilding 

| others, 


Many other extensive improvements and repairs have 
been made, and the Canal, throughout its entire length, 
| is now placed in a condition calculated to confirm the 
confidence entertained of its stability, its abundant sup- 
ply of water, and to insure a regular unimpeded naviga- 
tion to the most active trade that may be presented. 
Sub-equently to the Report made in November last, 
the Canal continued open until 16th December, when 
it was obstructed by ice; on the 20th of March, the na- 
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vigation was resumed, since which time it has been ex- | commencement, it has encountered periods of trial and 


empt from the slightest embarrassment, 


The tolls received from 1st November, 
1834, to the Ist November, 1835, 
amount to 

The tolls collected the preceding year, 
were 119,870 53 


$135,254 20 





Showing an increase of 


$15,383 67 
or nearly thirteen per cent. 








Tons. 
The trade conveyed on the Canal this year 
was 118,978 
The trade of the preceding year, was 84,556 
Showing an increase of 35,442 


tons, or upwards of 40 per cent. 


This great improvement of business, although it has 
not produced a corresponding increase of revenue, 
owing to the reduction of tolls before adverted to, is 
abundantly encouraging; the future promises to be still 
more propitious; the extensive improvements of the 
State, now in active and successful operation, will con- 
tribute to your Canal such an accession of trade as must 
realize a revenue equal to the most sanguine calcula- 
tions. 

The progressive advancement of business, since the 
Canal has been in operation, is shown in the following 
statement:— 


perplexity; this ordeal is happily passed. The present 
improved condition of the works, the abundant supply 
of water with which it is furnished, the trade it has at- 
tained, and the flattering prospects of rapidly augment- 
ing business, all give assurances of future prosperity 
and productiveness. 

All which is respectfully submitted, by order of the 
Board of Managers. 

JACOB GRATZ, President, 


Union Canal ak 
Nov, 17th, 1835. 


Union Canal Company in account with Thomas P. Ro- 
berts, Treusurer. 


Dr. 


November 1, 1854. 


To Cash expended by order of the 
Board of Managers from November 
1, 1834, to February 1, 1835, viz:— 
Salaries to officers 1,125 00 
Remitted Wm. Lehman, 

resident engineer, to 
meet payments at Leb- 
anon for improvements 
and repairs, lock keep- 
ers’, collectors’, and 





y, superintendents’ wages, 
Years. Tons. Tolls. bonnie and incidental 
1828 18,124 $15,512 10 expenses 26,160 44 
1829 20,522 16,676 11 Paid for professional ser- 
1830 41,094 35,133 82 vices 200 00 
1831 59.970 59,137 21 Paid collector at Fair 
1832 47.645 59,061 06 Mount 270 00 
1833 85,876 103,642 45 Paid current expenses, 
1834 84,536 119,870 53 printing, stationary, rent, 
1835 118,978 135,254 20} postage, &c. 448 71 
The articles which this year have increased most in Paid balance due Wm. 
quantity, are such as will continue to augment with the ae ee 116 
improvement and prosperity of the country. ~— 6 oh due Bank 34 53 
Flour, grain, and tobacco, have increas. Paid Sas of coal 
ed ubout 50 percent. delivered at the Water 
Iron coming East ” Works 600 00 
Merchandise cee | Paid in full for lead 210 36 
Bituminous Coal 100 ne Paid one quarter’s inter- 
Anthracite Coal from Swatara Mines 100 8 ‘* est on leans duc Janaa- 
The coal trade from Pine Grove, which has hereto- | ry, 16, 1835 25,008 00 
fore been inconsiderable, is commencing to develope | Paid damages at Middle- 
its importance; nearly twelve thousand tons were ship- town 725 23 
ped this season, principally by one establishment; the ——-— $54,896. 8 


great abundance and superior quality of this coal, with 
the increasing demand for it, will stimulate other indi- 
viduals to open mines, and furnish to the Branch Canal 


a permanent and flourishing business. 


Damages to the amount of $5,878 32, have been paid 
within the last year; some cases are adjusted, but not 
yet settled, and a few claims yet remain for settlement. 

It may be proper to remark, that at any time after 
Ist January, 1836, the Company will have the option 
to pay certain loans amounting to $830,409, unless the 
proprietors shall convert their respective amounts into 
shares of the capital stock prior to that day, the right 
of convertibility appertaining to such loans, expiring 
with the present year; if they be not paid off by the 
Company, the interest will continue to be paid as here- 


tofore, until notice for their redemption be given. 


Annexed will be found the Treasurer’s annual ac- 
count of receipts and expenditures, also a statement of 
the articles and tonnage conveyed through the Canal 


within the past year. 


To Cash expended from February], to 
May 1, 1835, viz.— _ 
Salaries to officers 1,273 00 
Remitted Wm. Leman, 
resident engineer, to 
meet payments at Leb- 
anon for improvements 
and repairs, wages to 
lock keepers, collect- 
ors, & superintendents, 
damages and incidental 


expenses 30,718 34 
Paid interest 85 00 
surrent expenses 213 40 


Damages $480 29, and 
profesional services,$500 980 29 
Interest on stock and 


loans due April 16 $9,112.50 








72,382 53 


In conclusion, the Board congratulate the Stockhold- To Cash expended from May 1, to Au- 


ers upon the success which has attended the early ca- 
reer of the Canal; like all similar improvements, in their 


gust 1, 1835, viz:— 


Salaries to officers $1,325 00 
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en I I 
By Cash received from May 1, to August 


To Cash, 
Remitted Wm. Lehman, re- 
sident engineer, to meet 
ayments at Lebanon for 


improvements.and repairs, 


wages to lock keepers, 
collectors,and superinten- 
dents, incidental expen- 
ses, &c. 

Paid for bricks, toll, &c., 
for tunnel feeder 

Paid for iron pipes,3, 266 58, 
ground at Reading, $500 

Paid current expenses, sur- 
veys, and oil for water 


$13,958 49 


1, 1835, viz:— 
From tolls 50,728 S1 
From limestone sold at Leb- 

anon 6 93 
From rent of schute at Pine 

Grove 100 00 
From lumber sold 114 67 
From sales of State loan and 

premium 102,580 00 
From temporary loans 23,000 00 
From sales of loan of 520,000 

dollars, and premium 7,737 64 



















works and steam engine, 
c. 1,093 51 
Paid interest due on loans 
16th July 
Paid certificates of interest, 
and the interest thereon 141,202 79 


25,612 50 












To Cash expended from August 1, to No- 


Salaries to officers 
Remitted Wm. Lehman, resi- 


187,927 78 non 










dent engineer, to meet 
payments at Lebanon for 
improvements and repairs, 
wages, incidental expen- 


ses, &c. 18,244 74 
Current expenses, scales at 

Pine Grove, $642 58, da- 

mages, $1080 1,722 58 
Temporary loans, with the 

interest 18,078 33 
Certificates of interest, with 

the interest thereon 11,890 32 


Interest paid on State loan 
to purchasers by contract 2,250 00 
Interest to Stock and Loan- 














184,267 55 
By Cash received from August 1, to No- 
vember 1, 1835, viz:— 
From tolls 44,503 57 
From interest on State loan 
of 44 per cent. 2.250 00 
From temporary loans 43,999 00 
From castings sold at Leba- 
16 79 
From lumber and band iron 
sold 1,020 96 
From interest on loan 150 00 
From sales of land on Co- 
lumbia Rail road 648 75 
—- 92,584 07 


E. E. 











$409,609 97 





THOMAS P. ROBERTS, Treasurer. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 1, 1835. 


Examined and compared with the original entrie® 
and found correct, showing a balance of Cash on hand, 
agreeably to the Treasurer’s account, of ten thousand 
three hundred and twenty-seven dollars and ninety-five 


cents. 


WM. BOYD, 


holders 28,653 00 CHARLES GRAFF, 
Bricks and tolls thereon for Committee of Accounts. 
tunnel feeder 1,823 37 i sls 
——- 84,274 3 
Balance 10,327 95 STATEMENT 
——— | Of the amount of tonnage which passed the Union Canal 
$409,809 97 | from the 1st November, 1834, to 1st November, 1835. 
Pounds, 
=m Flour 84,210 bbls. weighing 18,019,024 
Cr. Wheat and Rye 505,810 bushels, ‘ 30,348,615 
November 1, 1834, Whiskey 12,679 bbls. 3,803,784 


By Balance of cash this day as per last set- 


56,545 33 


‘Tron, bar, pig and 








tlement $6,924 13 castings 15,482,821 Ibs. 
By Cash received from November 1, 1834, Iron, rail road 1,746,870 * 23,407,992 
to February 1, 1835, viz:— Iron ore geht S SOL MS 
From tolls 17,941 39 Coal, Anthracite 31,117,631 : 43. 549.067 
From land sold on Colum- Coal, Bituminous 12,431,436 ‘ oa 
bia Rail road 1,522 50 Lumber 11,340,000 feet 24,716,048 
From Joseph Good, amount Shingles 5,807,000 6,504,064 
returned by him 25 00 Staves , 1,808,643 
From sales of State loan of Gypsum a; 22,818,695 
- 4} per cent. 50,000 0v Fish 26,338 bbls. 7,901,420 
oven 69,488 89 Salt 72,386 bushels 4,343,184 
By Cash received from February 1, to Merchandize ° 44,736,370 
. , Tobacco 3,244,904 
May 1, 1835, viz:— Wool ‘ "799,484 
From interest on State loan Seeds of all kinds ‘ ‘ 1,358,747 
of 44 per cent, 4,050 00 Bacon : 2,509,681 
From tolls 21,837 13 Sundries consisting of Earthenware, 
From sales of State loan, Queensware, Hemp, Butter, Lard, 
and premium thereon 30,351 00, live Hogs, Pork, Marble, Bricks, 
From sales of limestone, Lime, Limestone, &c. 25,957,542 
scraps,rent of oil mill, and 


LT ce 















































































































it COMPARATIVE STATEMENT 


ie 1834, to the 1st of November, 1835. 
bite November 1, 1833, to November 1, 1834. 


a} (hit! Flour, 63,972 barrels ; 
at it Wheat and Rve, 299,818 bushels 
eis Whiskey, 13,627 barrels 
bi Iron, bar, pig, and castings 
Tron, ore . 
1 at Coal, bituminous 
4 Coal, anthracite 
Lumber 
Shingles 
Staves 
Tobacco . 
Merchandise 
Fish, 16,920 barrels 
Salt, 88,109 bushels 
; Rail iron ° 
‘eth Gypsum . . ‘. 
Sundries—consisting of flax seed, hemp, 
wool, clover seed, lard, butter, pork, 
live hogs, bacon, leather, limestone, 
lime, marble, bricks, grind stones, 
fruit, &c. 


Tons 


Total number of boats which passed the 


g Canal this year 
’ Amount of tolls received during the year 
” ending 1st November, 1834 


Wyte —_— 


s Flour, 84,210 barrels » 
‘ Wheat and Rye, 505,810 bushels 


| Whiskey, 12,678 barrels ; 
ci Iron, bar, pig, and castin 
ie Iron, oe «s o : 


Coal, bituminous 

Coal, anthracite 

Lumber 

Shingles 

Staves 

Tobacco 

Merchandise : 

Fish, 26,338 barrels 

Salt, 72,386 bushels 

Rail road 

hs Gypsum . ; 

: Wool . Tons 356 18 1 00 
i Seeds of all kinds 606 11 2 19 


Bacon 1120 7 313 


Seen 


Sundries—consisting of lard, butter, pork, 
hogs, leather, limestone, marble, bricks, 
grind stones, burr blocks, fruit, earthen 
and queensware, &c. 





Tons 


Total number of boats which passed the Ca- 
. nal this year 


Amount of tolls received during the year 
ending Ist November, 1835 


Philadelphia, Nov. 1, 1885. 
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November 1, 1834, to November 1, 1835. 
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ie Of the amount of Tonnage which passed the Union | ILLINOIS. 
te Canal, from the Ist of November, 1833, to the Ist of | 
November, 1854; and from the Ist of November, 


| We hate been favored by a citizen of Hlinois, with 
the report of Gen. W. B. Mitchell, Chief Enginer of 
| the Survey of a Kail road from Springfield, the destined 
‘capital of the state of Illinois, to Allen, her principal 
|port upon the Mississippi, opposite the mouth of the 
Tons. | Missouri. 

6,111 | The report of Gen. Mitchell embraces a comprehen- 
8,030 | sive view of the great advantages which this road will 
1,225 | confer on the commerce of the interior, and the report 
3,617 | of the Executive Committee, which follows, goes more 
1,173 | ito detail of the local benefits which must be immedi- 
2,578 | ately consequent on the completion of the work. 

6,911 The spirit that roused the patriotic citizens of Illinois 
12,995 | to this noble enterprise, has been followed up by meet- 
3,139 | ings held in different parts of the state, at which reso- 

593 | lutions have been passed proposing to extend the Alton 

1,010 | and Springfield Kail road to the Wabash Canal. The 
14,741 | principal meeting was held at the court house in the 
2,266 | town of Danville, Vermillion county. 


2,360| The proposed road is perhaps one of the most im- 
2,575 | portant, ina commercial point of view, that has engag- 
8,644 | ed the attention of men of capital and enterprise, since 
the commencement of our system of internal improve- 

ment. Our limits will not permit us to indulge in spec- 
ulations upon the subject: suffice it to say, that from 

| Alton on the Mississippi, to Spring field is seventy miles, 

5,962 | from Springfield to Danville, one hundred and ten, and 
— \from Danville to Covington, on the Wabash Canal, in 
84,536 | the state of Indiana, twenty, and from Covington to the 
| Bay of Maumee, on Lake Erie, 220; in all 420 from the 
| steamboat wharf, at Port Lawrence, on Maumee Bay, 
5,227 | Lake Erie, to Alton, on the Mississippi, opposite to the 
mouth of the Missouri, forming nearly a direct line from 








$119,870 53 Buffalo, in the state of New York, to the mouth of the 





| Missouri, eighteen miles above the city of St. Louis, 
| forming, without exception, the most important line of 
| internal communication in the Union, and opening the 
| richest, and most beautiful and most extensive territory 
in the world to the commerce of the Atlantic cities.~ 
Take down your map, and cast your eyes over Mis- 
13,548 | gouri, ilinois,and Ind:ana—comtemplate their,resources 
1,698 jn minerals, their productive capacity, fine climate, and 
6,911 | jnterminabie bodies of the richest land in the world, in= 
2,758 | viting the industry of the husbandman, the mechanic 
5,549 | and artizan, from all quarters of our Union, and you 
13,891 | may form some idea of the wonderful revolution this 
11,540 | Jine is calculated to effect. In connection with this, the 
2,903 | state improvements of Pennsylvania and New York are 
0 | important divisions of general lines of the Atlantic com- 
1,448 | munication. Were our Pennsylvania Canals completed 
19,971.| to Erie, a large portion of the riches of that immense 
3,527 | country would find its way to Philadelphia, As it is 
1,938 | she will share with New York in supplying that vast re- 
779 | gion by means of the Ohio and Pennsylvania connec- 
10,186 | tion, with a large amount of merchandize. But, for a 
‘time, the facility of communication by Lake Erie, by 
| steamboat, from the Harbor of Buffalo, will give New 
York the advantage. By this route, merchandize and 
2,083 | passengers may reach Alton, say, from Buffalo to Mau- 
mee Bay, one day, from Port Lawrence, on the Mau- 
mee, to Covington, in Indiana, three days, and from 
| Covington by the Ilinvis Rail road to Alton, two days— 
11,588 | in all six days; and from the city of New York to Buf. 
| falo, say, three days—thus connecting the city of New 
118,978 | york, with the city of St. Louis, a distance of, we may 
—————_ | suppose, 1200 miles,by a line of communication, which 
| will be travelled, with great ease, in nine days, totally 
7,131 | eclipsing,and laying aside, forever, the circuitous toute, 
by Lake St. Clair and Huron, the Straits of Mackinaw, 


Tons. 
8,044 | 





$125,254 20 | Lake Michigan, the town of Chicago and the Illinois 


_—— 
“ 





| River, to reach the same point. Recollect, reader, 


LE THOMAS P, ROBERTS, | when you have your finger upon the map, that the 
| Treasurer. (strait of Mackinaw, which unites Lake Huron and 


| Michigan, lies nearly in the 46th degree of N. Latitude, 
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and cunsequently cannot be navigated safely, until after | pass, which resulted in a conviction of the necessity of 


the Spring business is over in the state of Illinois and 
Missouri; and in the fall, the navigation of the strait will 
be closed before the full trade commences.—Enrr. Lan- 
caster Journal. 

During the winter of 1834—5, public attention, 
throughout the central part of Illinois, was extensively 
drawn to the project of a Rail road, which should 
traverse the rich and rapidly populating district lying 
between Springfield and Alton. Striking as it were, 
the advantages of this scheme, and self-apparent as was 
the facility of its accomplishment, it was known to but 
a small portion of the community, that an act of incor- 


adopting an inclined plane. To render the alternative 
as unobjectionable as possible, the location was made 
along the Little Pissa Creek as far as the valley of that 
stream would accommodate the grade, being a distance 
of one mile. From this point an inclined plane having 
an elevation of one hundred and twelve feet, with a 
base line of eighteen hundred and forty-four feet, 
reaches the elevation of the first bench of the table 
lands, from whence a grade at the rate of thirtyjfeet 
per mile passes tlre summit at Howard’s. The follow- 
ing table of grades will afford a view of the general 
face of the country through which the location has 
been made, from the inclined plane near Alton to 


poration, contemplating the speedy execution of the | Springfield: 


work, and granting ample privileges to those who 
would undertake it, was already upon the statute book. 
For this most opportune provision, in common with 
many other inestimable benefits, we are indebted to the 
foresight, sagacity and well-timed exertion of the late 
Gov. Edwards. After an animated discussion through 
the public prints, meetings were held in the different 
counties interested, and delegates were appointed to a 
central convention which was organized at Carlinville 
on the 4th of May last, and took such measures for the 
furtherance of the great object in view, as their power 
would permit. The liberality of their fellow citizens 
has enabled this convention to avail itself of the services 
of an engineer of first rate ability and reputation, the 
result of whose investigations, together with some ad- 
ditional statistical estimates, are herewith submitted. 


REPORTS. 

To the Commissioners appointed by the Charter of 
the Springfield and Alton Turnpike or Rail road Com- 
pany, the Executive Committee of the Carlinville Con- 
vention, under the direction of that body, would re- 
spectfully report, that in pursuance of the duty dele- 
gated to them, they have caused to be surveyed an ave- 
rage route for a Rail road from Springfield through 
Carlinville to Alton. That the work has been perform- 
ed by Gen. W. B. Mitchell, of Pennsylvania, the testi- 
monials of whose qualifications and ability as a civil En- 
gineer are of the most ample and satisfactory nature.— 
From him they have received the following report, ac- 
companied with extensive plans and profiles, which are 


herewith submitted to the disposition of the commis- 
sioners. 


To the Executive Committee of the Alton and Spring- 
field Railway. 

Gentlemen:—In compliance with an engagement 
made with your Committee on the 16th of June last, I 
have proceeded to make a survey and estimate of a Rail- 
way from Alton to Springfield, the maps and profiles of 
which accompany this report. 

The survey was commenced on the bank of the Mis- 
sissippi at the steamboat landing at State Street in Al- 
ton, and continued through Brown’s Prairie, by Car- 
linville and Otter Point, to the line of the incorporated 
limits of Springfield, being a distance of seventy-two 
miles and eighteen chains. No definite termination has 
been made of the line at Springfield, on account of its 
being equally convenient to enter the town at any point 
which the directors of the Railway may hereafter deem 
most expedient. The general face of the country pre- 
sents uncommon facilities for the construction of a Rail- 
way, and were it not for the necessity of crossing seve- 
ral streams where considerable excavation and embank- 
ment are required, the cost of grading would be reduc- 
edto avery small amount. In commencing the location 
at Alton, the greatest difficulty presented itself at the 
outset; the Mississippi bluffs approaching the river at 
an elevation of two hundred and eight feet above its 
waters at medium height, afforded but little hope of ac- 
quiring sufficient distance to attain the summit by an 
admissible grade. Much labor and time was bestowed 


upon the examination of every supposed practicable 














Miles. Chains. 

Level, 8 3 
Under 3 feet per mile, 16 64 
se 5 “s rT 7 8 

‘“ 10 ‘6 ‘6 14 54 

“6 45 ‘c «6 6 52 

sé 20 . sé ‘6 6 78 

“6 95 ‘“ ‘ce 1 22 

se a. “eé 6c 93 68 

sé ie) se ‘6 6 42 
70 71 


In order to afford the greatest facilities for the use of 
steam as a motive power, no grade was adopted exceed- 
ing thirty feet per mile, and the shortest radius of a cur- 
vature is eighteen hundred feet. The situation and in- 
clination of the plane is such as to admit its being used 
advantageously by animal power, or a reciprocating 
rope may be employed soas to allow the descending 
trains todraw up those ascending, and for the accom- 
plishment of this object, the coal banks in the immedi- 
ate vicinity of the head of the plane, and the inexhausti- 
ble beds of limestone at Alton, which is in much de- 
mand in the interior, will furnish a constant and profita- 
ble means of acquiring the requisite preponderance in 
either direction. ' 

The following abstract will exhibit the estimated ex- 
penditure required to construct the Railway: 


Excavation, 665,467 cubic yards at 8 


- 
a 





cents $53,237 36 
Embankment, 571,167, do. 68,540 04 
Mason work at Bridges and Culvert, 

10,814 perches at $3 35 35,145 50 
Wood superstructure of Creek Bridges 6,930 00 
Ravine Bridges 1,994 70 
Side Ditches 5,500 00 
Frame work on Embankments 10,050 00 
Grubbing and Clearing, 700 Q0 

$188,097 60. 
Add 10 per cent. for contingencies 18,809 76 








Cost of Grading and Bridging $206,907 36 


ee 





Superstructure. 

1600 tons of flat Iron, 2} by # inches, 
at $66 00 105,600 00 

16 tons Spikes and Splicing Plates, at 
$117 00 1,989 00 

2,281,000 feet board measure of bearing 
plank, at $20 00 per M. 45,620 00 
95,040 Cross Sills, at 30 cts. each 28,512 00 
768,320 lineal feet of wood rail, at 6 cts, 45,619 00 
Workmans)hip in laying track, 57,600 00 
$284,940 20 
Add cost of substructure 206.907 36 
Cost of Railway $491,847 56 


Average cost per mile when completed 6,331 21 








THE SPRINGFIELD AND ALTON RAIL ROAD. (Dacexare 


EE ——————————_—_—_——_—_—_ —————EEeESsSESESEaEaaeeeeEeeeEeEeEeEeESaEaeaEeE—q—EK_—[—[_=W@E=@=—===[{—X*—*—E——~K&=—=E&X&=Z=—~S EEE 


This estimate may be considerably reduced by an | seem to be the only question to be considered previous 
economical management on the part of the company— | to taking the necessary preliminary steps for making a 
the cost of delivering iron has been calculated at the | commencement. With a view of throwing all the light 
present high rate of freight from New Orleans to Alton; | possible upen this important point, the Executive Com- 
but if the Company would charter a steamboat for that | mittee have, under the direction of the convention, en- 
purpose, a saving tothe amount of at least $12,000 | deavoured to po-sess themselves of such data as would 
would be effected. Another large item of expenditure | afford some approximation to the truth, and herewith 
included in this estimate is the cost of sawed timber.— | submit to you the result of their investigation. The 
It is believed that if the Comp«ny would purchase tim- | counties lying directly on the route of the proposed 
ber'ands at two or more convenient points along the | work, whose whole business, in the way of transporta- 
route and erect steam saw mills, a reduction in the | tion, will be transacted by the Rail-road, are Sangamon 
cost of timber to the amount of $18,000 might be safely | and Macoupin. That portion of Madison through which 
calculated upon. If this course be pursued the whole | it passes, and which will reap immediate benefit from 
cost of the read would be $461,847 00, or $6,414 50 it, may be estimated as comprising one third of the 
per mile. The grading has been estimated for single | population, territory and business of the county. The 
track, with the exception of the Creek Bridges, which | ex'ent of this section of country in square miles is as 
have been calculated of sufficient width to accommo- | follows:—Sangamon 1260, Macoupin 720, } of Madison 
date two tracts, should that be found necessary, as in | 250, making an aggregate of 2240; its present popula- 








all probability it will at no distant period. 


If the estimated expense exceed the calculations of | 
the proprietors of this improvement, it must principal- | 
ly be attributed toa desire of rendering the location in 
every respect worthy of the great thoroughfare of which | 
this work is designed to become a part. ‘The immense | 





natural resources of the country and its rapidly increas- | 
ing population, together with the uncommon facilities | 
which the State of illinois presents for the construction | 
of Railways in every direction, would appear to indicate 
a continuation of this improvement to the Wabash and | 
Erie Canal at an early period. Should that project be } 
carried into effect, it will open at once a direct and 
expeditious channel of communication with the eastern 
markets, by the Canals and Railways of Indiana, Ohio, | 
New York and Pennsylvania. 
| 





The geographical position of Alton leaves no doubt 
of its great importance in a commercial point of view, 
commanding as it does the trade of the Missouri, Up- | 
per Mississippi, and Lilinois Rivers, with their numerous 
navigable tributaries; and when it is considered that | 
the greater proportion of this trade will pass towards 
the east as soon as the contemplated connection with the 
Wabash Canal shall be completed, it leaves no reason to 
question the propriety of adopting such a location of the | 
Alton and Springfield Railway as will render it a proper 
and convenient avenue for the conveyance of the im- 
mense amount of property and travelling which wiil 
soon pass upon it. The completion of the New York | 
and Erie Railway will add much to the importance and 
value of this improvement. The accomplishment of 
these objects will allow of passengers and merchan- | 





dize being transported from New York to Alton and | 
St. Louis in eight or nine days, and those who have ob. | 
served the concourse of travellers passing to and from | 
the West, by the present circuitous route, will not deem 
the assertion extravagant that passengers alone will | 
yield a profitable return for the capital required to | 
complete this Railway. These considerations have in- | 
duced me to bestow more time in making the location | 
than was at first deemed necessary, and the route se- | 
lected has been chosen on account of the importance | 
of the improvement, rather than with the view of avoid- 
ing an increased expenditure in its construction. 


Respectfully submitted, ~ | 


W. B. MITCHELL, Engineer. 
September 10th, 1835. 


After a perusal of the foregoing report, not a doubt 
can be entertained that the construction of a Rail-road | 


from Springfield to Alton may be effected- with great 
comparative facility, and at a cost perhaps the most 
moderate known in the annals of rail-road enterprise. | 
Whether the profits which may reasonably be expect- 
ed, are such as to warrant the expenditure deemed ne- 
eessary for the completion of the work, would now | 





tion has been estimated. at 50,000, allowing to Sanga- 
mon 20,000, to Macoupin 6,000, and to $ of Madison, 
4,000 souls. It has been ascertained with a considera- 
ble degree of certainty, that in the county of Sanga- 
mon there are at present three thousand farms under 
cultivation—the average surplus produce of these farms. 


| which would find their way to the Mississippi by means 


of the Rail Road, has been estimated as follows: 





From each of 3000 farms, Tons. 
100 bushels of Wheat, 300,00C bushels . 

at 60 lbs. per bushel 9,000 

290 bushels of Corn, 600,000 at 50 lbs. 
per bushel 15,000 

100 bushels Oats, 300,000 at 49 Ibs. per 
bushel 6,000 
12 Hogs, 36,000 at 200 Ibs. 3,600 
5 head Cattle, 15,000 at 500 lbs. 3,750 
Exports, 37,350 


Imports from the best data that can be obtained to. 
the same county, 12,500 tons per annum, making an 
aggregate of 49,850—which at $3 per ton for the dis- 
tance of 72 miles, would be 149,550; in addition to this 
the number of daily passengers for the whole distance, 
both ways, may be fairly estimated at 25, which at $3 


_per head, 300 days in the year, would amount to, 


$22,500—as the total receipts for passage money— 


| gross receipts from the county of Sangamon, $172,050. 
To aid the mind, in judging whether or not the above 


estimate is extravagant, one or two facts may be stated. 


During the last year, we are assured that there was ac- 
tually raised inthe county of Sangamon, 1,500,000 


bushels of wheat and more than double that number of 
bushels of corn. In the foregoing calculation, only one- 
fifth of the amount of either of these staple articles of 
produce, is considered as surplus while the remaining 
four-fifths is left for the consumption of a population of 
20,000 souls. It may also be observed that the average 


value of the surplus produce which is assumed in this. 


estimate putting every article at its full market value, 
is but $250 fur each farm. Inthe county of Macoupin, 
the number of farms is about 800, and the average 


| amount of surplus produce will not fall short of that 


which is allowed for each farm in Sangamon, A calcu- 
lation based upon this supposition would give for the 
amount of business which might be fairly expected from 
Macoupin, the following items: 


2400 tons Wheat, 


4000 - Corn, 
1600 ss Oats, 

1920 on Pork, 
2000 ‘6 Beef, 





11,920 tons of exports. 


The amount of imports into Macoupin at present, 
cannot vary much from 4000 tons, and the number of 
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passengers daily would probably exceed 20,—makin¢ | 
an aggregate of freight out and in of 15,920 tons, to 
be transported 36 miles, which at $1,50 per ton, would | 
amount to $23,880; together with the passage money | 
of 20 passengers daily, 300 days in the year, at $1.50, 
each, or $9000, constituting a gross amount of 32,880 to 
be received from Macoupin. The freight and passage 
money which would be received from that part of Madi- 
son through which the Rail Road woul: pass, has been | 
estimated from the best information which the Commit- 
tee could obtain, at 820,000; a sum, which it is believ- 
ed, will be found to fall far short of the truth; if, how- 
ever, this be received as an item, the result of the in- | 
vestigation which has been made in the tliree counties | 





lying directly upon the line of the road, will be as fol- 

lows— 

Amount of business transacted per annum 
for Sangamon county, $172,059 
do for Macoupin, 32,380 | 
do _— for a portion of Madison, 20,000 | 


Total $224,930 





| 
} 


In the foregoing statement it will be observed that | 
the inquiries of the committee have been extended only | 
to the statistics of that section of country whose soil | 
will be actually traversed by the Rail-road. No small | 
addition to the annual proceeds of this work may still | 
be expected from the flourishing counties in its neigh- | 
borhood, for the product of whose industry and fertility | 
it presents the most advantageous outlet. Springfield | 
is now to a great extent the p!ace of depot for the coun. | 
ties of Macon, Tazewell, and McLean—let this Rail-road | 
be constructed, and within a single year from the time ! 
it goes into operation she will be exclusively so, An | 
inspection of any correct map of Illinois will convince | 
whoever will take the pains to make it, that these three | 
‘counties spreading over an extent of 4440 square miles, | 
and containing at present a population of near 12,000, | 
must inevitably find their way toa market through the | 
medium of the work now contemplated. What Spring- | 
field is and will be to these counties, Carlinville must | 
become to portions of Montgomery, Morgan and Greene, 
and through this source an additional tract of country of 
not less than 1500 square miles in extent, having a 
population of at least 10,000, will contribute the impe- 
tus of its wealth and exertion to further the success of 
the enterprise in hand. 





No calculations has been entered into, and no espe- 
cial investigation has been instituted for the purpose of 
ascertaining what amount of business the counties and 
portion of counties last mentioned would probably con- | 
tribute to sustain the Rail-Road, but there is no reason 
why it should not bear the same proportion to that of 
Sangamon, Macoupin and Madison that the population 
of the district lying in the vicinity of the route, does to 
those of the district which it intersects. If this position 
be admitted as correct, an addition of two-thirds may 
fairly be made to the gross receipt which has been al- 
ready estimated as the annual proceeds of this work,and 
the result will give an aggregate of more than 75 per 
cent. upon the highest amount named by the Engineer 
as the actual cost of the Road. In forming an estimate 
of this nature, the committee are aware that nothing 
like mathematical certainty can be arrived at—an ap- 
proximation to the truth is all that can be expected,and 
that has been their object in embodying as they have 
the foregoing calculations from such data as they could | 
obtain from intelligent and practical men living upon | 
the route. If their conclusions are considered extrava- 
gant, a deduction to the extent of one half may be made, 
and the undertaking will still remain one of the most | 
profitable which has ever invited the enterprise of the | 
capitalist. But there still remains another view to be 
taken of the matter—we had hitherto looked at the | 
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country as it is; we have seen.a region in size large? 


| than the State of Massachusetts every acre of which is 
not only arable but fertile and productive to a degree 


wholly unknown on the eastern side of the Alleghanies; 


| we have seen it sparsely populated by some 50,000 
, souls, the greater portion of whom are scattered at in- 


tervals over its surface, with the three towns of Spring- 
field, Carlinville, and Alton at either extremity and in 
the centre of the tract. How long will it remain so? 
The State of Illinois during the ten years precedent to 
the taking of the last census, advanced in population at 
the rate of 180 per cent.—since then, that ratio has 
been increased rather than diminished. Before this 
Railway can be completed and put into operation the 
population which it is intended to accommodate will 
be doubled, and the amount of transportation necessary 
for the supply of their wants will be augmented in a still 
greater proportion. Construct this work and you set 
in motion acreative power which in ten years will trans- 
form every neighborhood into a thriving village, every 
village into a prosperous town, and every town into a 
city of commercial importance and note. There proba- 
bly does not exist another section of country upon the 
continent where a permanent business and involvin 


| the exchange of the principal necessaries of civilize 


life can be established on so sure a basis, or transacted 
with so great a degree of mutual advantage as the one 
of which we are treating. The interior, one of the 
richest agricultural districts ‘in the world, is compara- 
tively destitute of building material. With every acre 
fit for the plough, the supply of timber is confined toa 
scanty tract upon the water courses, and fortunate is 
the farmer who can gather from the bed of some adja- 
cent stream sufficient stone to build the chimney of his 
cabin or the wall of his well. In all that the interior 
wants, that point upon the Mississippi upon which this 
road will debouch, is gifted with to an amount wholly 
inexhaustible. Lumber of every description is at all 
times there in abundance, lime can be had for the ex- 
pense of burning; the soil of the bottom is admirably 
adapted to the composition of brick; and building stone 
of every description from the finest freestone to the 
common lime rock, enters into the formation of the 
immense bluffs which overhang the Father of Waters, 
What limit is there then to the exchange of commodi- 
ties between the river and the interior, and what mode 
of transportation is likely to be introduced which will 
supersede the use of the contemplated Rail Road? We 
can conceive of no state of things which would render 
probable such a result until Central Illinois shall teem 
like the Empire of Confucius with a population of one 
thousand to the square mile, and some erial Fulton 
shall adapt the power of steam to the navigation of the 
air. With such views upon a subject into the merits of 
which they feel a confidence in inviting investigation, 
the Executive Committee would, in the name of the 
Convention, respectfully recommend to the Commis- 
sioners under the Act, that books for subscription to 
the stock of the Springficld and Alton Turnpike or 
Rail Road Company be opened as speedily as shall be 
found convenient. They have notin this report alluded 
to the continuation of the Road through the eastern 
part of the State in such adirection as to form part of 
the great chain of communication between the Atlantic 
and Mississippi, inasmuch asthe powers granted by the 
present Charter do not extend to such a continuation, 
and they are fully impressed with the opinion that in no 
way can the accomplishment of that great object be so 
speedily and effectually furthered as by an energetic 
commencement upon, and perseverance in the present 
work. In forming their opinion upon the expediency 
of progressing with the Alton and Springfield Rail-road, 
they have been desirous that it should be based solely 
upon the merits of the undertaking itself, separate and 
apart from any other consideration whatsoever. 
By the Committee, 
J. T, HUDSON, Chairman, 
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From the Philadelphia Gazette. pense of a rail-road down Filbert street to 8th, down 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 8th to Walnut, along Walnut to Dock, and along Dock 
street, to the River Delaware. 
Thursday evening, Nov. 26. The question —s ay taken, by yeas eae PAS 
: ‘ ‘ on Mr. Earp’s resolutions, the question was decided in 
SELECT COUNCIL. the affirmative as follows. 
Mr. Price, Mr.Wetherill and Mr. M'Creedy, present- Yeas. 
ed remonstrances against the extension of the Broad , 
street Rail-Road, aie Market street. Messrs, Darragh, C, S. Smith, 
Mr. Wiegand, a petition from dealers and others, in Earp, Cor. S. Smith, 
favour of the Rail-road, down Market st. Referred to Fraley, Stacy, 
committee on public highways. Marshall, Troth, 
Mr. Chandler offered a resolution directing the Com- Ous, | , Wright—11 
mittee on Public Highways to inquire into the relative W. T. Smith, 
cost and expediency of paving streets and alleys with Nays. 
wooden blocks, with power totry the experiment if : 
they deem it expedient. Adopted. Common Council | Messrs. Gilder, Warner, 
éoncurred. Lancaster, Thomason, 
Rowland, Rawle—7. 
ae Sailor, 


COMMON COUNCIL. On motion of Mr. Rowland, the committee of the 
Memorials for and against the extension of the Broad | whole on the subject of the Rail-road, was discharged. 
street Rail-road down Market street, were presented The petitions and remonstrances were, on motion of 


by Messrs. Warner, Sailor, Thomason and Fraley. Mr. Fraley, laid upon the table. 

Mr. Gilder presented a petition for paving certain linia 
parts of Broad street, between Cherry and Race. Re- ee eat . 
ferred to Committee on Public Highways, with power THE WESTERN SCHUYLKILL BASIN AND 
to act. RAIL-ROAD. 

Mr. Earp submitted the following resolutions: The importance and utility of some means by which 


Whereas, the security and promotion of the trade of | a portion of the large and increasing coal trade of the 
the city of Philadelphia, are objects of the first impor- | Schuylkill shall be conveyed below the dam at Fair- 
tance, and the facilities now afforded for the reception mount, other than by passing the locks of the Naviga- 
and distribution of the increasing commerce of the | tion company, have been fully established by the inqui- 

t internal improvements of the State, are not calcu-| ries in reference to a proposed Western Canal, institu. 
fated to extend its benefits to the Eastern front of the | ted by the joint commitiee of the councils of thecity of 
city, therefore Philadelphia, in December, 1834. It is fully maintain- 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils of | ed by the testimony adduccd before that committee, 
Philadelphia, that it is expedient to commence the con- | that the coal trade now requires tor its export, and de- 
struction of a Railway forthwith, beginning at the in- | posits additional facilities, near and on the tide water 
tersection of Broad and High streets, and to be contin- | of the Schuylkill; and that, in a very short period, these 
ued eastward, throug! High street to Delaware Third | will be demanded in a voice which must be heard.— 
street, thence southward along Third street to Dock | Such a communication will secure great advantages 
street, and through Dock to the Drawbridge landing. | both of expedition and economy; and much of the water 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Highways | of the river; now used for lockage at Fairmount; nearly 
be instructed to report an ordinance, providing for the | one half will be saved by it, for the uses of the city wa- 
construction of the said Railway on the leases of a plan | ter works. 
herewith submitted, with a double track so located in The evidence referred to, was collected by the zeal, 
High street east of Delaware 5th street, as not to inter- | industry and enterprise of our worthy citizen Thomas 
fere with the accommodations now afforded by the pre- | Mitchell, Esq. the projector of “the Western Canal,” 
sent Market Houses, and that they present an estimate | and has been published by him in a pamphlet form, 
of the cost of said Railway. with ‘*The proceedings of the select committee of the 

Resolved, That the Committee on City Property be | Select and Common Councils of the city of Philadel- 
instructed to report an ordinance providing for such | phia, appointed to report upon the subject of the West- 
alterations in the present Market Houses, as may be ne- | ern Canal.” 
cessary to permit the construction of the Railway, pro- The proposition for a “Western Canal,”’ by which 
viding the same extent of accommodations as are now | those facilities and benefits would certainly be obtain- 
afforded for Markets, with an estimate of the cost of ed, has been received by sustaining and opposing opin- 
such alterations. : ions. A majority of the select committee of the coun- 

Upon these resolutions an animated debate ensued, cils, reported that ‘‘after hearing, for three evenings, 
which was participated in by Messrs, Earp, Fraley, testimony from gentlemen introduced by the friends of 
Gilder, Wright and Hinchman. An abstract of the de- | the proposed canal, came to the conclusion, founded 
bate will be given hereafter. During the discussion, | as well upon the testimony adduced, as from a know- 
Mr. Hinchman offered the following amendment, which ledge of the yet unimproved capabilities of the western 
was negatived: front of the city to accommodate additional trade, and 

Resolved, That the committee on public highways be upon an appreciation of the expenditures, public and 
instructed to inquire into and report onthe practica- private; already made for future operations, as also 
bility and expediency of constructing a Rail-road along ‘upon the claims which the water-works have upon the 
Ninth street, so asto connect the proposed rail-road jealous regard of these councils; that it is the duty of 
along Market street with the Northern Liberties and | the councils not to change the course which they have 
Penn Township, andthe Philadelphia and Norristown | pursued with reference to the proposed canal.” 
Rail-roads. | A minority of the committee reported in favor of the 

Mr. Gilder also proposed the following amendment, | proposition of a canal; and expressed a decided opinion 
but finally withdrew it, after giving notice that he would | that “the work was one calculated to promote the in- 
subsequently submit the same as a distinct resolution, | terests of the trade of Philadelphia; and thereby to ad- 
On its subsequent consideration it was negatived: vance the prosperity of the city.” 

Resolved, That the committee on public highways | The report of the minority, part of which has been 
be instructed to inquire, and report to Councils the ex-' quoted, does not deny the importance and usefulness 
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of the proposed improvement; but on the contrary, it 
fully, although impliedly, admits it. It refuses the as- | 
sent of the committee to the project, because, by ils} 
usefulness and its advantages it might affect the inter- 
ests of the public (the city stores and wharves, ) and of 
individuals on the western front of the city. It is ad- | 
mitted by the writer of this paper that the suggestion 
of an injurious effect on the supply of Schuylkill water | 
is entitled to grave consideration; without, however, | 
assenting to, or deaying the correctness of the sugges- | 
tion. 


The high character of those gentlemen who compos. 
ed the majority of the select commi'tee, was a sufficient 
pledge that they would not refuse to give the proper 
weight to the evidence exhibited, establishing the value 
and necessity of some addition to the facilities for the 
coal trade: and at the same time, considering them- | 
selves the trustees of the city interests, and of city pro- | 
perty, and the guardians of the property of private per- | 
sons on the western front of the city; they, in their 
views of the duties imposed upon them by these rela- | 
tions, have deemed it proper and obligatory in them to | 
oppose a canal. 


The report of the minority of the committee, showing | 
the great advantages of the plan, is entitled to much re: | 
gard and observance. 

“The evidence submitted to the committee, estab- 
lishes the fact that the coal trade, which now constitutes 
somewhat more than half the business done on the 
Schuylkill, is subjected to very serious obstructions, 
such as are avoided by companies that ship their coal 
from depots situated elsewhere than in the city of Phila- 





delphia. The transfer of coal from canal boats to the 
wharf, by the Lehigh Coal Company at Bristol, and by 


*the Delaware and Hudson Company at Rondout, is ef- 


fected with great ease; boats unload ina canal or basin 
at all hours, with every advantage of low wharves, and 
security against accidents. 


“On the Schuylkill, the case is otherwise; they are | 
brought down into tide water, and hauled alongside of 
elevated wharves, constructed for the high tides of that | 
river. This circumstance limits the unloading to a few | 
hours, probably not more than three in each tide; and | 
owners desirous of unloading two boats in twenty-four | 
hours, at the same place, can effect this object only by | 
having the work done at night, with all the objections | 
to which night work is liable. From this cause boats | 
are often delayed from one to five days; the crews <is- | 
perse, and the operation of unloading, which elsewhere 
is done by the boat’s crew, is here intrusted to a sepa- | 
rate class of workmen, who charge a high price for | 
theirlabor. Their charge, usually amounting to three 
dollars per boat, (averaging forty-five tons) or about | 
6} cents per ton, would be readily saved, could the | 
crew of the boat unload immediately on their arrival, as | 
they doelsewhere. The arrangement of our wharves | 
on the Schuylkill is unfavourable to the screening and | 
handling of coal, prior to shipment. It is easy to con- | 


ceive that a more favorable disposition could be obtain- | 
ed by incans of a canal elevated six feet above tide wa- | 
ter, as proposed by the petitioners: the effect of which 
would be to facilitate the screening of coal on perma- | 
nent screens, and to avoid at least one, and in some ca- | 
ses, two, handlings of the coal, and all the waste by 


breakage incident upon the same. Each handling 7] 


coal may be estimated at from eight to ten cents, and 
the waste at about ten cents per ton. 


“The freight from Pottsville to Philadelphia, last 


year, averaged about one dollar per ton, assuming 12 | 


days as the duration of a trip, and the average deteition 
on the Schuylkill, below Fairmount dam, to be about 
two days (which estimates accord with the evidence of 
competent and respectable witnesses,) it follows that 
on a load of forty-five tons of coal, during the last year, 
the boat’s crew earned at the rate of three dollars sev- 
Vou. XVI. 46 
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énty-five cents perday; and that an improvement calcu- 
lated to reduce the length of the trip by two days, 
would have effected a reduction of freights of about 
seven dollars fifty cents per boat load, or »bout seven. 
teen cents per ton, If the trip were performed in ten 
days, as stated in evidence, the daily earnings would be 
four dollars and fifty cents, and the saving twenty cents 
perton. At present, the boats lie in the river and are 
exposed to considerable injury, and some risk fromthe 
fluctuations of tide, and from the heavy swells on the 
Schuylkill during stormy weather. Abundant proof ex- 
ists that boats have been sunk between Fairmount dam 
and the city wiarves; and, in some cases, even those 
that were fastened to wharves have been endangered’ 
by occasional high tides and south-westerly storms, or 
by heavy floods in the river. 

**From all these facts, the committee conclude that 
the reduction of charges on the coal trade, which would 
result from the execution of such a canal, would be 
equivalent, as has been stated in evidence, to from forty 
to fifty cents per ton, while the facilities which it would 
give for the expansion of the trade, would be very 
greatly enhanced.” 


It is not asked that those who opposed the canal, un- 
der the influence of apprehensions that it would affect 
the supply of the city with Schuylkill water, the only 
just or permanent ground of objection to it stated in the 
report, shall give up their opposition to it; and it is con- 
fidently claimed, that if the same facilities and benefits 
as those properly expected from this canal, can be fully 
obtained by another mode of communication between 
Fairmount dam and tide water, to pass along the west 
side of the Schuylkill; they will give it their full appro- 
bation and support. 


It issubmitted that this may b2 entirely tccomplished 
by construeting a large basin immediately above the 
Fairmount works, and by a railroad from the basin, to 
proceed down the west side of the river, ona level of 
eight or ten feet above the water of the Schuylkill, or 
by an inclined plane, having a slight descent of one 
foot and an incli, so that the loaded cars would require 
very little power to move them. This will be a com- 
plete and effectual substitute for the proposed canal, 
and it is exempt from every serious obj-ction to that 
improvement, ‘The basin will waste none of the water 
of the river. ‘The water will be admitted into it by an 
opening at the upper part of it, and it will be returned 
by another opening immediately above, or into the 
locks. 

‘The Basin may be made with landings, or coal de- 
pots, extending from two thousand to three thousand 
feet; and the railroad will pass along those landings, 


_ affording the best facilities for placing the coal from the 


boats in cars, which may proceed down the west bank 
of the river, as far as the demands for coal landings 
may from time to time require. The whole of the west 
side of the Schuylkill wili have the means of using the 
railroad, when the coal trade shall require such extend. 
ed accommodations. The elevation of the railroad 


'ubove tide water, will enable all who wish its use to 


construct turns out to their respective wharves, or de- 
pots; and from these the cars may deposit the coal on 
board of vessels for its exportation, or on those wharves 
for any and other purposes. The screening of the 
coal, by permanent screens, may be performed at the 
same time; an advantage properly appreciated by the 
minority of the seleet committee, which would be ob- 
tained by a Western Canal. 


| The facilities of loading the coal cars at the basin, ob- 
| tained from the water being always at the same height, 
would fully compensate for the expense of the remov- 
| al from the bua's to the cars. The evidence of the va- 
| lue of screening, of the delays consequent to the rise 
and fall of the tide, is furnished in the Report of the 
| juint committees of Councils. Those delays extend, 

on an average, two dayson every boat, The expenses 
| which attend the Keeping of the horses attached te the 
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coal boats, their being always sent into the city, sub 
ject to charges much heavier than if they remained on | 
the west side of the river, near the boats; with many | 
difficulties which often attend the horses being separat- 
ed from the care of those who own the boats, will all 
be much diminished by the boats not proceeding be- 
yond the Basin, But a small portion of the coal now 
shipped from the Schuylkill, fs put on board of vessels | 
from the canal boats, The greater part of the coal is | 
first landed on the outer ends of the coal wharves, and 
from thence is wheeled tothe large heaps which we see 
accumulated on each of these depots. When about to 
be shipped, it is again wheeled to the vessels to receive | 
it. It often undergoes a third removal for the purposes | 
of screening. 

The expense attending the loading of the cars from | 
the coal boats in the basin, where the water will always | 
be at the same height, and transporting it to the coal | 
wharves on the west side of the Schuylkill, depositing 
it on those wharves by means of turns out,or at once p!a- 
cing it on board of vessels, and at the same time screen- 
ing it, will be much less than attends the present ope- | 
rations. ‘ihe number of laborers required for the work 
will not be one half, and the coal will always be in bet- 
ter order. 

It has been suggested that the coal boats when full | 
Joaded may, by a machine of easy and cheap construc. | 
tion, be removed from the basin to the cars—carried | 
down the railroad and unloaded on the coal wharves, or | 
into vessels, 

It is repeated that the proposed Basin and Rail Road | 
will afford all the benefits and all tke conveniences | 
which have been anticipated from a Western Canal, | 
with none of the disadvantages and dangers which 


might attend the locating of a canal along the west side | 
of the river. 
| 


Such a canal would be a great and permanent ob- 
struction to improvements on the west side of the river. 
It will separate the shores of the Schuylkill from the 
high grounds, as it could only be crossed by bridges, | 
at all times costly, always inconvenient. and often dan- | 
gerous. Such bridges would be placed at distances of | 
three and four hundred feet apart, rendering the inter- 
mediate spxces difficult of access. Some store houses 
would be constructed on the sides of the canal, part‘cu- | 
Jarly between it and the river, but they would be few. 
The apprehension of the effects of a body of water, | 
almost stagnant, and full of the foul deposits-which the | 
uses of the canal by the coal boats would place in it, 
would kecp afar off, dwelling houses. The question 
is not yet settled, and the hazards of the experiment } 
are too serious, whether the introduction of a pool | 
of foul water two miles in length, and sixty feet wide, | 
along the whole of the eastern front of the river, would } 
not destroy the health of the inhabitants of both sides | 
of the Schuylkill. There are those who believe this | 
would be the case; and whoconsider that such a canal | 
would depopulate the whole neighborhood through or | 
near which it will pass, on both sides of the river. 

There are other advantages to be derived from the 
formation ofa Basin and railroad down the west side of 
the Schuylkill, which will make the plan a profitable | 
one to the stockholders, and highly important to those | 
interested in the coal trade. The Western Railroad may | 
be connected with the West Philadelphia Railroad, and | 
thus coal may be sent from the Basin by cars loaded | 
from the boats, into the counties of Delaware, Chester, | 
and Montgomery, through which the West Philadelphia | 
and Columbia Railroad, with which it will be connect- | 
ed, passes. This may be done at much less expense 
than can be effected by loading cars from the wharves | 
below Fairmount dam. 

It has also been suggested that this Basin and Rail- | 
road may. be connected with the Philadelphia and Wil- 
mington Railroad, and thus the coal for the supply of | 


| 
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for the consideration of those whose interests they may 
promote. Jt is sufficient to say, at this time, that the 
plan of a Basin above the Fairmount works, and a 
Railroad along the west side of the river, to a point be- 
low the permanent bridge, has been submitted to the 
consideration of a most distinguished engineer, and 
has been approved by him. If it is found that public 
opinion sustains the purpose now submitted for consid- 
eration, a petition will be presented to the legislature 


| to incorporate a company to carry it into execution. 


RICHARD PETERS. 
Philadelphia Nov. 1st, 1835. 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

At a meeting of the Medical Class, held in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania on the evening of the 11th No- 
vember, 1855, C. W. Wormley, Esq. of Virginia, was 
called to the chair, and J. B. Butler, Esq., of Virginia, 
appointed Secretary. Yhe meeting being thus organi- 
zed, on motion, it was 

Resolved, That a Committee of six be appointed to 
draft a preamble and resolutions, expressive of the feel- 
ings of deep regret which so universally prevail in the 
Class at the retirement of Professor Dewees from the 
chair of Obstetrics, &c. in the University. 

Whereupon the following gentlemen were appointed 
on behalf of the Class: 

Benj. Tappan, jr. of Ohio, Thomas Means, of South 
Carolina, F. C. Stewart, jr. of Philadelphia, William 
P. Johnson, of Georgia, J. A. Weidman, of Pennsyl- 
van'a, Alexander Van Renselaer, ot New York—and 
on motion, the Chairman was added to the Commit- 
tee. 

In pursuance with the first resolution, the committee 
on the T3th reported the following preamble and reso- 
lutions, which were unanimously adopted: 

It is with deep regret that we have been informed of 
the resignation of Dr. Dewees, by which he has separa- 
ted himself from the institution with whose interest and 
reputation he was so intimately associated, and in which 
he has so successfully labored for many years as a pub- 
lic teacher. Few of the profession better deserve the 
name of Philosopher, have contributed more to advance 
the scienee to which he has devoted a long and useful 
life, and have labored with greater zeal, to maintain the 
dignity and honor of the profession. As a practitioner, 


his highest eulogy and richest boon is the cordial grati- 


tude of thousands who have experienced relief at his 
hands. As ateacher, he has used the most unabated 
exertions for the improvement of those who have placed 
themselves under his care to receive instruction, and 
though to most of them he is personally a stranger, his 
talents, urbanity, and many social virtues, have gained 
him the respect and esteem of all. Therefore— 


Resolved, Ist. That by his resignation this institu- 
tion has sastained a loss that can with difficulty be re- 
paired, 

2d. That entertaining for him the highest respect, 
and deeply sympathizing with his numerous friends for 
the visitation of Providence, by which he has been ren- 
dered incapable of attending to his arduous duties, as 
professor we tender to him our warmest thanks for his 
kind and polite deportment to his pupils, and for his 
exertions to fit them for the many difficulties which they 
may encounter in subsequent life. 


3d. That whilst we lament his inability to pursue his 
duties, we rejoice that his wisdom and capacity have 
proved so valuable an acquisition to the professicn, and 


, have reaped for him laurels that will never fade, but 


will ever remain the monuments of his eminence and 
ability. 


4th. Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to 





all the country through which that valuable improve- | select and present to our venerated ex-professor a Silver 
ment will pass, may be conveyed from it. These views | Vase, as a testimonial of the sincerity of the preceding 
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resolutions, and as an evidence to posterity of the grati- | stitution being stated by John Sergeant, Esq. one of 
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tude and affection which his talents, industry, and vir- | the Committee of the Trustees, and by the Rev. Dr. 


tue, have excited in his pupils. 
CARTER W. WORMELEY, Chairman. 
J. Bracken Butler, Secretary. 


‘The same gentlemen having consented to act in com.- | 
pliance with the fourth resolution, performed their du- | 
ties; and on the 26th the Vase was presented at the | 


University, in the presence of the professors and stu 
dents. On the presentation, Mr. C. W. Wormeley, as 
the organ of the Committee, made the fullowing re. 
marks: 

We are proud of the harmony of feeling and unanimi- 
ty of sentiment which has called us together on this occa- 
sion, to pay this just tribute of respect to you, our high- 
ly esteemed friend and late preceptor. 

Weare far from supposing that any thing we can say 
er do could add to the honor of your name, or to the 
splendor of a life dignified by virtue and crowned with 
triumph, but may we not confidently cherish the 
hope, that the brilliancy of your example may spread 
itself through distant ages, and be transmitted with the 
highest honor and esteem to latest posterity. 

The medical profession feel deeply interested in the 
restoration of y our health: we participate largely in that 
feeling, and are unwilling that we should separate with- 
out availing ourselves of this opportunity of tendering 
to you the homage of our sincere regard and lasting 
gratitude, for the kind, polite, and gentlemanly man. 
ner in which you have always treated us. I now, there- 
fore, have the honor, as the representative of the Medi- 
cal Class of the University of Pennsylvania, to present 
to you this Vase, as an evidence of the high estimation 
in which we hold your talents and many virtues. 

To which Dr, Dewees, through his friend Dr. Chap- 
man, made the following written reply: 

Gentlemen—My sensibility is so deeply affected en 
this occasion, that lam deprived of the power of ade- 
quate expression. ‘lokens of respect from you, which 
at any time would have afforded me gratification, are, 
under existing circumstances, peculiarly grateful to 
me. Your beautiful present I thankfully receive, and 
shall preserve it as the most precious of acquisitions, — 
In return for it, accept the blessing of an old and faith- 
ful friend. It may be my fate never to meet you again 
in the relation which has subsisted between us; but 
so long as life is retained, 1 shall cherish, as one of my 
comforts, a fond remembrance of you, and feel a pa- 
rental solicitude for your health, prosperity and happi- 
ness. Farewell! and may Almighty God protect you 
and me, now and for evermore. 

At a meeting of the Medical Faculty of the University 
of Pennsylvania, hcld Nov. 21st, 1835, it was, 

Resolved, That the Medical Faculty, having heard of 


Ludlow, Provost of the University, the following reso- 
lutions were adopted, 


Resolved, That we approve of the measures adopted 
by the Trustees of the University of Pennsylyania for 
raising by contributions of our fellow citizens, a sum of 
one hundred thousand dollars in aid of their funds, and 
for improving and extending the system of education, 
and that we will cordially co-operate with them in this, 
their first call for aid. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed, in con- 
junction with the Committee of the Trustees, and the 
Rev. Dr. Ludlow, Provost of the University, to obtain 
contributions from our fellow citizens. 


tesolved, That the Committee have power to fill va- 
cancies, and add to their number. 
Resolved, That the following gentlemen compose the 
Committee. 
Joseph P. Norris 
Matthew Newkirk 
Paul Beck 
Alexander Henry 
Thomas P. Cope 
Samuel Richards 
James C. Fisher 
John White 
Josiah Randall 
Thomas Biddle 
Jacob Ridgway 
John Moss 
Thomas Flemming 


Joseph Dugan 
Nathan Dunn 
John A. Browa 
Thomas Hart 
Daniel W. Cox 
Robert Earp 
Elihu Chauncey 
John Hare Powel 
Thomas Fassitt 
Henry White 
Gen. R. Patterson 
M. C. Ralston 
Ambrose White. 


Commitlee of Trustees. 


John Sergeant 
Charles Chauncey 
Dr. P. F. Mayer 
Resolved, that the proceedings of this meeting be 
signed by the Chairtnan and Secretary, and published 
in the daily papers. 
JOSEPH P. NORRIS, Chairman, 
Matruew Newkirk, Secretary, 


George Vaux 
Dr. G. B. Wood. 








THE SANDY AND BEAVER CANAL COMPANY. 


| To the President and Directors of the Sandy and Beaver 


Canal Company. 


Gentlemen—In compliance with your request, I have 
the honor to lay before you the following Report of 
the present state of the work under my direction:— 

During the past summer the whole line has been mi- 
nutely traced, with a view to a permanent location; by 
this survey the total extent of the canal has been dimin- 


the resignation of Dr. DEWEES, Professor of Midwife- |ished three milés; or the distance from the Ohio river, 


ry, and the diseases of women and children, entertain 
a just sense of his great talents, of the value of his ser- 
vices to the school, and of the loss they sustain in a be- 
loved colleague, whose whole connexion with them has 
been marked by the purest honor and the most amiable 
disposition—and that they have received the intelli- 








at the mouth of Little Beaver creek, tothe western 
termination at the Ohio canal, by the recent examina- 
tion and location will not exceed 754 miles. The East- 
ern division of the canal, extending from the Ohio 
river to a point 2 miles west of New Lisbon, embraces 
a distance of about 27 miles, of which 17 miles are 


gence of this event with the deepest sorrow, alleviated | ** slackwater,” for that description of improvement, the 
only by the pleasing expectation of his speedy restora- | stream is exceelingly well adapted; the valley being 


tion to health, and of the renewal of his usefulness, 
By order of the Medical Facuity. 


W. E. HORNER, Dean. 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, 





narrow, and the banks bold and prominent, affording 
numerous and eligible sites for the locks and dams, and 
an abundance of good materials for their formation.— 
the summit or middle division, is about 144 miles in 
extent; and the western division, terminating at the 
Ohio canal, about 32 miles. The latter division ex- 


At a meeting of citizens convened by a Committee of | tends through a country affording the greatest facilities 


the Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania, in the 
Trustees’ Room, on Friday evening, the 27th Novem- 
ber, 1835, Joseph P. Norris, Esq. was appointed Chair- 
man, and Matthew Newkirk, Secretary. 

The object of the meeting and the wants of the In- 


for constructing a cheap and permanent improvement. 
The valley of the creek is broad, and has nearly a uni- 
form declivity from its source to its confluence with the 
Tuscaranas. On the eastern division the lockage is 464 
feet, and on the western 205, constituting in all, 669 
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feet. In locating the western division, the level has | for the transit of the im 
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mense trade that is destined to 


been kept up from Williams’ mill dam to the debouch | seek a market through its channel. 


into the Ohio canal at the flourishing town of Bolivar, 


The reservoirs now under contract will contain as 


by which arrangement an excellent water power is se- | follows: West fork reservoir 130,000,000 of cubic feet 
cured to the Company, affording a head and fall of 26 | area 350 acres; Cold Run reservoir 88,000,000 of cubic 
feet, the owners of the property at the site selected for | feet, area 250 acres, in addition to which it is proposed 
using the water, have liberally ceded to the Compary | to elevate the banks of the canal. so as to retain one 
10 acres of very valuable land for that purpose. Sandy | foot in depth of available-water,and flood several pieces 


creek at that point will yield a sufficiency of water in- 
dependent of the requisite supply for the canal af all 
times to work 20, and for eight months in the year, 50 
pair of mill stones. This power way revsonably be esti- | 
mated as worth $6,000 per annum. Many other valua- 
ble sites for hydraulic purposes have been created or | 
purchased along the route, which in conjunction with 
the one above mentioned, will probably afford the 
Compsny a revenue of $7,000 per year. 

On the eastern division of the line, 49 sections or 244 
miles of canal, 13 dams and 46 locks, are now under 
contract, on the middie division, 21 sections or 
11 miles including the tunnel and the reservoir, 
mounds on the west fork of Little Beaver creek and 
Coldrun. And onthe western division, 28 sections or 
14 miles, 11 locks, 1 dam, and the aqueduct over the 
‘Tuscaranas river, constituting in all, 494 miles of Canal, 
14 dams, 57 locks, one aqueduct, and two reservoir | 
mounds now under contract. 

The work has been prosecuted in most cases, with 
energy, and is now in a greater state of forwardness 
than could reasonably have been anticipated, consider- 
ing that the season was far advanced when it was com- 
menced, About 34 sections or 17 miles of canal are 
now completed, and likewise the mason work of two 
locks and 144,000 cubic yards of excavation removed 
from the summit deep cuts; dam No. 2 on the western 
division will probably be completed next week. The 
foundation of five other locks and two dams are laid, 
and 1500 perches of wall built, and a large quantity ot 
stones, and other materials for the construction of locks 
and dams are prepared, and on the ground, and I have 
no doubt, all the work now under con'ract, excepting 
the tunnels and aqueduct, will be finished in the ap- 
proaching year. 

The work placed under contract is in most instances 
in the hands of responsible and efficient men, and has 
been taken on terms exceedingly favorable to the com- 
pany. 

There is at the present period on the line a force 
equivalent to 1260 men; the cost of the locks which 
are built in the most durable manner of cut sand 
stone, will not exceed $700 per foot lift, being about 
thirty per cent. below the ordinary cost elsewhere; the 
cost of the dams which are in most instances 14 feet 
high, will average about 28 dollars per foot linear 
across the stream, and the canal, exclusive of locks and 
dams generally from $3,000 to $5,000 per mile. 

A contract has been entered into for furnishing the 
remainder of the hydraulic cement, it is found in abun- 
dance, contiguous to the line, the quality is equal to 
any I have seen, and the cost extremely moderate. 

The contract for excavating the tunne! and ap- 
proaches, has been taken by energetic and persevering 
contractors on reasonable terms, the former, not ex- 
ceeding the. estimated cost: this work is to be com. 
pleted by May, 1837. As much has been stated in re- 
lation to the adequacy of the supply of water on the 
summit, it may be proper to remark, that during the 
past season, I commenced a series of minute examina- 
tions of the most prominent streams relied on for a sup- 
p'y. These examinations have thus far fully corroborated 
the truth of the statements and calculations embraced 
in the report made you last autumn by Mr. Iiage and 
























myself. I feel fully satisfied, that with the aid of the re- 
servoirs that can be constructed on the summit at a 


moderate cost compared. with their utility, a much 


lirger quantity of water may be introduced into the 
summit, and its dependent levels, than will be requisite 


of low ground on its northern or upper side, amount- 


ing in all towbout 150 acres, which when full, will fur- 


nish sbout 6,500,000 of cubic feet, making in the ag- 


gregate from these sources alone, an available supply 
ot 224,500,000 cubic feet of water, a demand on which 
may be requisite ina dry season, fora period of 160 
days. By calculation it will be perceived, these reser- 
voirs will afford for éhat period 2,245,000 cubic feet of 
water per day,equivalent to a discharge of 1559 cubic ft. 
per minute, il this sum is added, the minimum natural flow 
of water on the summit as repoited to you last autumn, 
(558 cubic feet per minute) it will be observed that 
the flow of available water ina dry period, will amount 
to 2117 cubic feet per minute, or sufficient after de- 
ucting all that the nature of the soil and climate will 
require for leakage, filtration and evaporation, for the 
passage of 185 douts per day. 

The West Fork and Cold Run reservoirs, are about 
one mile apart: when filled, the surface of the water in 
each will occupy the same plane or be elevated to the 
same height. It is designed to have a feeder extending 
from one to the other if required: a large waste weir is 
to be constructed on this feeder for the purpose of dis- 
charging the waste water, when both reservoirs are 
full; this water when thus discharged, is conducted into 
the reservoir on the summit level. 

The two first mentioned reservoirs will receive the 
drainage of 24 square miles of country, the summit the 
drainage of 80 square miles. L 

‘The usual depth of rain that falls in this section of 
country, can, I am informed, with safety be premised 
at 36 inches per annum, or equal to a column of that 
height, 83,635,000 cubic feet on a square mile, and on 
24 square miles 2,107,244,000 cubic fect annually.From 
experiments made on a large scale elsewhere for prac- 
tical purposes, it has been ascertained conclus vely, that 
75 per cent. of the rain that falls can be laid up in re- 
servoirs. From these data it will be observed, that the 
three reservoirs above alluded to, may be filled seven 
times per year. This exhibit will probably satisfy the 
most sceptical, as to the adequacy of the supply Of was 
ter. 

Asto the immensity of the trade that will wefid its 
way through the Sandy and Beaver Canal toan Eastern 
market, I believe there has never been surmised a 
doubt; a glance at the map will prove conclusively, 
that a very large portion of the produce of Michigan, 
lilinois, Indiana, Kentucky and Ohio, which are rapidly 
increasing in population and wealth, must be rafted 
through it; the business of that section of country is now 
to agreat extent accommodated by the New York im- 
provements, but the completion of the Sandy and Bea- 
ver Canal will afford it a safer transit, to and from the 
seaboard much shorter, and navigable sta weeks earlier 
in the spring, and three weeks later in the fall, than the 
one now traversed, being sufficient inducements to 
secure it: what the extent of trade will be, time alone 
can develope: onthe Erie and Champlain Canals, a 
very large portion of the business done on the first, of 
which is derived from the country above mentioned, 
there have been received in tolls in 1629, $759,055; 
1830, $1,032,476; 1851, $1,194,610; 1832, $1,196,008; 
1833, $1,324,421; 1834, $1,294,955; and there is no 
doubt that the business of this year will very greatly 
exceed the last: on the Ohio Canal there was collected 
in 1832, $82,867; 1833, $136,920; 1834, $151,287, and 
the amount of tolls received the present year at some of 
the collectors’ offices, exhibits an increase of 45 per 
cent. over the last. 
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When the canal or rail road authorised by an act of 
the Legislature of this state at their last session, to be Bees es ; c 
constructed from the western termination of the Sandy | Of the District consisting of Muncy Borough, in the 
and Beaver Canal to the Miami Canal, near the mouth county of Lycoming to the Superintendent of Com- 
of the Anglaise river, shall have been completed, it| 0" Schools, for the year ending the first Monday of 
must add an immense revenue to your work, asitin| November, 1835. i 
connection with the Wabash and Erie Canal through 








| 


. ’ uso | Number of Schools—Two; The Male Teacher having 
Indiana, and the contemplated rail road through Hlinois| 4 female assistant, but the whole school being under 


to the Mississippi river, will constitute a continuous | his superintendence, 
chain of internal improvement, extending westerly | Number of Scholars—Male, 
from the Sandy and Beaver Canal 500 miles, and from 
Philadelphia 1000, into the rich and fertile regions of 
the west. 

The following synopsis of the distance, of the trade of | 
the country situated west and southwest of the Sandy 
and Beaver Canal. | 

Distance by the Ohio Canal, Lake Erie, New York 
Canal and Hudson river to New York. 

From the Sandy and Beaver Canal to 


one hundred and thirty; 
| Female, seventy-eight. 
Number of Teachers—Male, one, Female, one. 
Teachers’ Salaries—of the Male Teacher, with his assis- 
tant, $500 per annum. 
Of one Female Teacher, 100 per do 
Character of Teachers—Good. 
Branches of Study taught—Orthography, Reading, 
Penmanship, Arithmetic, Geography, English Gram- 
mar, History, and Mathematics. 














State; none yet received. County; $144 assessed on 


Distance by the Sandy and Beaver Canal and Penn- | the borough; none received.—Borough, under the 
sylvania improvements to Philadelphia. | 7th section of act of 1854; $550 assessed and now 





Cleaveland 80 miles.| Number of months each school has been kept open— 
From Cleaveland to Buffalo 200 do Ten months. stp 
From Buffalo to New York 515 do | Cost of School Houses—Renting 14 08 

ad Repairing 6 28 
Total 795 miles. | $20 36 
J , , | Other Cost of maintaining Schools—Blank book for 

Distance by the Ohio and Mahoning Canals and Penn- | minutes, $1 124 
sylvania Canal and Rail road to Philadelphia. | Check book, 20 
From Bolivar to Akron 42 miles-| esk, 26 
From Akron to Beavertown 114 do | Rent of Stoves, about 5 00 
From Beavertown to Pittsburg 28 do | Wood, 9 56 
From Pittsburg to Philadelphia 394 do | $15 644 

| 
Total 578 miles. | Money received for the use of Schoolsk—From the 


, gS 
From Bolivar to Beavertown 874 miles,| being collected. 
From Beavertown to Pittsburg 28 do | Money received from other sources—$26 51 received 
From Pittsburg to Philadelphia 394 do | for tuition of Scholars not entitled to the benefits of 
—— | the School System in this borough. 


Total: 5094 miles, | 
| General remarks on the progress of the Scholars and 
From the rapid increase in business on the New York | the good order of the Schools, with suggestions of im- 
and Ohio Canals, it is to be presumed that when the provement in the System:—We would respectfully 
Sandy and Beaver Canal shall have been finished, the suggest the propriety of directing the money collected 
tolls on the Ohio Canal will at least amount to $400,000 in each School District, by the assessment of the Com- 
per annum, and from the foregoing facts and state- missioners and School Delegates, for the support 
ments, it is to be inferred that two thirds of that trade, | Of Schools, and any other taxes levied in any particular 
will pass through the Sandy and Beaver Canal, which | School District for this purpose, to be appropriated in 
at the rate charged on the Ohio Canal, would nett the | such district; and that the fees of County officers be 
stockholders, an income of-at least $60,000 the first saved, by ordering the Collectors to pay the money 
season,* if to this sum is added the amount that may be | immediately into the Treasury of the township, ward, 
anticipated from the liberal grant contained in the ; T borough, composing such district. 
amended charter,+ which cannot fall short of $150,000,| We also believe that the School System would be 
the Company will receive in the first year after the | more generally adopted, and would therefore be more 
work is finished, $210,000 in tolls, independent of the | efficient, if a certain sum, say not more than fifty cents 
large business that may be expected from the country | Per quarter for each scholar, were assessed on the pa- 
west and northwest of the termination of their work, | Tents or guardians of children actually taught during 
presenting the novel result of a Canal yielding 17 per | the year (poor excepted.) 
cent, on its entire cost, the first season after its com. | Signed, GEORGE ROBERTS, President. 
letion. ME ‘ tary. 
. All which is respectfully submitted. eer er ee 
E. H. GILL, Chief engineer, 
S. & B. Canal Co. 


New Lisbon, Ohio, Nov. 11th, 1835, From the Western Argus. 
| RAIL ROAD. 











* This estimate may seem large, but it must be kept | 
in mind that the Sandy and Beaver Canal will constitute | 


i tr = pe nae tar | of a Rail Road from Conneaut Harbor to Beaver Point. 
ments) now completed Scclenmmintine ia cle or like | P's project is considered perfectly feasible, and will, 
‘ i . 


. . _when completed, be an important section of internal 
ethos Cagis, ta ee, ie quewin of businan. | improvement, uniting at once the Great Pennsylvania 


t+ The amended charter secures to the Sandy and | Canal with Lake Erie. You will please publish the 
Beaver Canal Company, all the tolls collected on the | circular and make such comments upon it as you may 
Ohio Canal, from boats that have passed through the | think necessary, Would it not be policy to call a coun- 


Sandy and Beaver Canal, for 7 years after its comple-|ty meeting to consider the subject, and adopt such 
tion, 


Mr. Heyny,—I have just received a circular from a 
friend in Conneaut, Ohio, recommending the erection 
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measures as might be considered necessary to promote 
so desirable an object? [also send you the Conneaut 
Gazette, from which you can make some extracts on 


the subject. 
Yours, &c, &c. 


CIRCULAR. 
Conneaut, O. Nov. 10, 1835, 


[Decemper 


oe ooooooeoeDONONmM€&XKX&meo—-—\0o.nnO@O0@—=2=2020-——0—0—=2"”1 SS Sen eseeeenansnapeesan ose 











in the usual time required for filling an ordinary Lock 
of 8 or 9 feet lift. Should the plan succeed, of which 
no doubt is entertained by practical Engineers, we think 
la new era will be formed in the construction of slack 
water navigation, and instead of multiplying Locks by 
| making them 8 feet Lft, they will be thrown into a sin- 
| gle lift of 20 or 30 feet, and thereby save a vast deal of 
| expense in their construction and time in passing. It 


Sir,—The undersigned, a committee appointed at a | Will readily be perceived that in addition to a saving of 
meeting of the citizens of this place, for the purpose of | €xpense and time in this mode of construction, where 
adopting the preparatory measures for an application to | circumstances will permitits being adopted, a great ad- 


the Legislature of this State, for a charter, to construct 
a Rail Road, from the Lake to the Ohio River, have, 


vantage will arise from an increased capacity for busi- 
/ ness, and from the use of steam instead of animal pow- 


after msture deliberation, and a partial examination of | €T for propelling Boats. In Dams and locks of such 


the country, &c. come to the conclusion that by far the 
most practicable route, is from Conneaut Harbor to the 
mouth of the Beaver River, on the Ohio; leading down 
the valley of the Pymatuning creek, and the Shenango 
and Beaver Rivers. At a distance of twenty three miles 
from the Lake, we strike the Pymatuning, and the val- 
ley of these streams and which is an almost direct course, 
affords one uninterrupted level to the mouth of the 


/ magnitude, a Steamboat of 150 tons burthen will float 
| as lightly as upon the Ocean, and without the least in- 
| jury to the banks or the works, and by means of high 
| Locks, the number will be reduced to about one in four 
of the common Locks, and the time in passing propor- 
| tionably lessened. 
It is now too late to think of con:tructing our State 
improvements upon this plan. Our public works have 


Beaver. We very much question whether a route of | advanced too near their completion upon the old sys- 


similar extent, can be found in any section of our coun- 
try, which presents so few obstacles tu the construction 
of a Rail-road. Conneaut Harbor is one of the best on 
the southern shore of Lake Erie; and the mouth of the 
Beaver is destined to become one of the most extensive 
manufacturing places in the Union. The importance 
ofapeiting the Lake and Ohio River bya Rail-road com- 
munication, at or near these points is of the first magni- 
tusle; and we confidently believe that the route between 
these points, presents unparalleled advantages for the 
construction of a Rail Road; and we would respectfully 
solicit the aid and assistance of the citizens in your vi- 
cinity; in furthering the objects which we have in view. 
As the route extends into two States, it will be neces- 
sary to have two charters. The cilizens in DNhio, inter- 
ested in the proposed improvement, will take measures 
to procure from Ohio a charter io the State Line, say 
in the townships of Vernon or Brookfield, in ‘Trumbull 
county; and have already made provision to have the 
route surveyed immediately as far as New-Castle; and 
it is hoped that those cit:zens in Pennsylvania, inierest- 
ed in its extension to the Oh.o River, will adopt the 


necessary measures to procure a charter from the Legis- | 


Jature of that State, at the ensuing session. 
We have the honour to be, 
respectfully, 
Your obedient servants, 


A. DART, 

H. KEYES, 

J. BROWN, 

E. FIFIELD, 

©. H. KNAPP, 
L. THAYER, 

J. REID, 

B. F. FIFIELD, 
C. W. APPLEBY, 
N. B. HARMON, 
G. MORTON. 


LEHIGH NAVIGATION, 


This work is now all under contract from Mauch 
Chunk to White’s Haven, 20 miles, and is rapidly pro. 
gressing. It is contracted to be finished by the 31st 
December, 1836. ‘Ihe plan of this navigation is dif- 
ferent from any other, we believe, in this country; near 
ly the whole jine is formed by a succession of Dams 
and Locks—some of the Dams will be rising of 40 feet 
in height when finished, and the Locks from 20 to 30 
feet lift. They will be 100 feet in length and 20 in 
breadth.—From the number and arrangement of the 
valve gates, it is estimated that these Locks can be filled 


| tem of canals and low Locks, and must be finished— 
| but our country is rapidly increasing in wealth; its min- 
eral and agricultural resources are being daily develop- 
ed, and the time will come when our main canals will 
be sufficient for the business upon them—when the 
| Susquehanna, Delaware, and all the streams of suffi- 
cient magnitude, will be converted into slack water 
navigation adapted upon the plan we have just de- 
| scribed, to the use of steam power. This is our pre- 
diction, and we have as full confidence in its eventual 
fulfilment as ever was entertained by Evans or Fulton 
in the success of Steam Boat Navigation, —Mauch 
Chunk Courier. 





Mavcu Cuunk, Pa. Nov. 23, 1835. 

As no paper has been published in this place for 
some time past, some notice of our local affairs, the 
progress of our Coal rade, Improvements, &c. will be 
looked for in the present number. In reference to the 
coal trade,--Shipments for the different markets have 
been regularly mace up to the present time, without 
the least interruption from breaches in the canals, or 
other causes, since the ope:.ing of the Navigation in the 
spring- The quantity shipped up to the 19th inst. is 
128,489 tons, which is considerably in advance of the 
shipments of any former season. The company, we 
believe, intend to continue their shipments dusing the 
present, and a part of next month, unless prevented by 
the closing of the canals by frost. We understand 
they have already made contracts for the delivery at 
Mauch Chunk, from the mines next season, of 195,000 

| tons. 

This will give employment to several hundred addi- 
tional hands, and create an active business in every de- 
| partment of trade. The various other branches of busi- 
| ness carried on in this place and vicinity have not been 
less vigorously prosecuted during the past summer than 
'the coal trade. Our carpenters, iron founders, smiths, 
| tailors, shoemakers, tin workers, watch makers, boat- 
| builders and riggers, all have found plenty to do, and 
we doubt not, have been well rewarded for their labor, 


| Our streets exhibit some improvement,and a few houses 


which were previously began, have been finished, and 
/now make a handsome appearance; but in the improve- 
/ment of our village, much remains to be done, in order 
‘that we may vie with our Schuylkill neighbors—our 
vacant lots should be filled up with handsome shops 
|and dwellings. They are needed, and we hope another 


| year, some of our enterprising citizens will conclude to 
|expenc a portion of their earnings in building and em- 
| bellishing the place. — Courier. 





Nescorprck ann Lenicgu Canat.—We understand 
that the number of shares in the stock of the canal, re- 
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quired by law to secufe the charter, has been sub- 
scribed, It is believed that the whole stock will be 
taken in the course of a few months, and that the work 
will soon be commenced. 





Beaver Meapow Rait Roapv.—About 12 miles of 
this road from the mines to the Lehigh, is finished, or 
nearly so, and the remainder, from the mouth of Qua- 
kake to Weiss Port, a distance of 12 or 14 miles more 
is now under contract. The Company contemplate 
having their locomotives in operation on the whole 
line in the course of the ensuing season.—2b. 





FINANCES OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
No. I. Receipts. 


At the State Treasury, commencing on the Ist of No- 
vember, 1834, and ending on the 3lst of October, 


1835. ; 

Lands and Land Office fees, $26,395 94 
Auction commissions, 10,900 00 
Auction duties, 57,252 03 
Dividends on bank stock, 150,730 00 

do. on bridge, turnpike and navi- 

gation stock, 28,458 08 
Tax on bank dividends 68,508 13 
Tax on certain offices, 13,783 66 | 
Tax on coal companies, 1,314 10 
Tavern licenses, 57,825 56 
Retailers’ licenses, 80,727 84 


State maps, 110 00 
Pamphlet laws, 159 24 | 
Coliaterz] inheritance tax, 32,166 56 
Militia and exempt fines, 787 63 
Tin and clock pedlers’ licenses, 1,625 00 
Hawkers’ and pedler’s licenses, 4,227 05 
Increase of county rates and levies, 188,019 94 
Tax on personal property, 20,943 10 
Canal and rail-road tolls, 684,357 77 
Loans, 1,629,640 00 | 
Premiums on loans, "120,916 60 
Premiums on bank charters, 66,608 99 
Tax on writs, &c. 24,745 91 
Fees of the Secretary of State’s Office, 456 01 


Oid debts and miscellaneous, 2,904 07 








3,273,563 21 


Balance on hand—Nov., 1, 1834, 54,092 20 | 
| brought $4,050, and the first lot east of the Rail Road 
$3,327,655 41 | 














No. 2,—ExpPENDITURES. F . 
At the Treasury, commencing on the Ist of November, | "©'S4"'€" 


1834, and ending on the 31st of October, 1835. 


Internal Improvements, ; 1,361,057 82 
Expenses of Government, 235,128 03 
Militia Expenses, 21,862 44 
Pensions and gratuities, 30,665 
Education, 59,408 
Loans, 60,000 00 | 
Interest on Loans, 106,468 75 
Internal improvement fund, 1,144,970 47 | 
Western Penitentiary, 18,654 03 | 
Eastern Penitentiary, 77,000 18 | 
House of Refuge, 5,000 00 | 
Pennsylvania claimants, 250 23 | 
Conveying convicts, 1612 99 | 
Conveying fugitives, 689 98 | 
Defence of the State, 10 00 | 
Miscellaneous, 9,080 53 | 








Balance inthe Treasury on Ist Novem- 
ber, 1835. 195,795 10 | 


f 
' 








$5,327,655 41 





3,131,860 31 tion of 
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No. 3.—Cawnat anv Rait Roap To tts. 


Whole amount received on canal, $403,008 48 
do. do, Rail Roads, 194,623 24 

do. do. Motive power, 86,726 10 
Total, $684,357 77 








We also, here,add the amount drawn from the Trea- 
sury during the late fiscal year, for common school pur- 
poses, and by what counties, But 19 counties have 
accepted the law, in whole or in part, and have drawn 
their proportion of the fund, and this out of 50 coun- 
ties entitled to the same privileges! 








Paid to Colleges, $29,947 69 
Common ScaHoots. 

Adams, 1,235 71 
Alleghany, 3,017 35 
Berks, 3,007 32 
Centre, 1,066 50 
Cumberland, 1,574 70 
Delaware, 1,070 93 
Fayette, 1,738 30 
Franklin, 1,796 67 
Huntingdon, 1,476 54 
Juniata, 612 25 
Lancaster, 2,572 50 
Lycoming, 908 21 
M.fflin, 625 52 
Northampton, 2,176 05 
Susquehanna, 764 65 
Union, 1,111 90 
Warren, 271 19 
Westmoreland, 1,920 77 
York, 2,513 27 
$29,460 33 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE IN WESTCHESTER. 


The Matlack Estate in West Chester, advertised in 
this paper for some weeks past, sold on Saturday last, 


as follows. 


The Green Tree Tavern, with about 4 acres of land, 


for $14,200, 


The vacant lot adjoining it on the east, 


on Gay street, of 70 feet, for $30 25-100 per foot. The 
lots directly in the rear of the last, fronting on Chesnut 
street, at $15 per foot. 

Liberty Grove, containing about 374 acres of ground 


Depot, fronting on the Rail Road, less than half an acre 


brought $1,296. 


There still remains about 120 acres, to be offered 


presenting fine opportunities for investment. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuesday, Dec. Ist, 1835. 


The House came to order at 12 o’clock, and the 


- | credentials of members were read, when it was found 
02 | that 98 members were present—Messrs. M’Connell and 


Hudson, from Huntingdon, only being absent. 
On balloting for Speaker Ner Middleswarth of Union 


county, was elected by the following vote: 


Ner Middleswarth 68 

J. A. M’Clelland 16 

B. A. Bidlack 11 

N A. Woodward 1 

Thaddeus Stevens 1 
SENATE. 


The Senate was organized at 3 o’clock, by the elec- 


Speaker, which resulted as follows: 


T. S. Cunningham 20 
A. H. Read 10 
Geo. N. Baker 1 


Uzal Hopkins 
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REGISTER OF THE WEATHER. 





DAUPHIN COUNTY. 


Pottsville, Nov. 28. The enumeration of the taxable inhabitants actuaily 
= residing within the county of Dauphin, having just been 

The Weather.—On Saturday night last it commenced | completed, and reported to the Governor, we give the 
snowing, and continued throughout the greater part of | result, and feel confident that Dauphin county will 
Sunday. On Monday our streets were enlivened by the (again be entitled to T'wo Representatives, and in con- 
Music of sleigh -bells --and our meuntains continue to | junction with the County of Lebanon, to One Senator, 
be clothed in the livery of winter. for the next Seven years. 








Postscript.—Just as our paper was going to press, it | Wards, town’ps & Boroughs. Taxables. 
commenced snowing again—and unless a change in the North Ward Harrisburg 373 
weather should take place, there is every reason to be- | South Ward. 505 
lieve that the shipments of Coal for the season will cease Middletown 198 
after to-day. — Miner’s Journal. | 5 esney Sacto 219 

a Upper Swatara 240 
Williamsport, Nov. 23. | Londonderry 469 

Winter.—Snow fell to the depth of several inches in | te ed 487 

: . . anover 483 
this neighborhood on Monday night last, and Monday Seana inna 097 
we had sleet, rain and snow alternately.—Lycoming Susquehanna 991 
Chronicle. Middle Paxton 323 

Rush 42 

The River.—The Pittsburg Statesman of Wednes- Jackson 189 
day, says:—‘‘It snowed with us all of Saturday night Halifax 880 
and all day Sunday last. A great quantity of snow had | Upper Paxton 310 
fallen, but on Sunday night it rained and carried it all Mifflin 336 
off. We have therefore, a great freshet, and it is feared Lykins 367 
that it will amount to a tremenduous flood before it is eiensien 
all over. Both rivers flow in torrents, and the Ohio | Aggregate 5508 

Harrisburg Intel. 





like a deluge.”’ | 





oie it a alt | PHILADELPHIA BANK. 

The ice on the Delaware, the are aa ay; At a meeting of the Directors of the Philadelphia 
morning, Dec. Ist, was an inch thick.—Cniled States | Rank, on the 30th ult. JOHN B. TREVOR, Esq. was 
Gazetle. elected Cashier of said Bank, in the place of Quintin 

| Campbell, Esq. resigned. 





The quantity of rain which fell during the last month —- 
was 3.19 inches. WESTERN BANK. 


Pennsylvania Hospital, 12mo., 1st. 1835. | Ata meeting of the Directors of the Western Bank 
| of Philadelphia, held on Tuesday evening, the first 





Muncy, Nov. 24. | inst. MICHAEL E. ISRAEL, Esq. was unanimously | 


elected Cashier, to supply the place of John B. Trevor, 


Yesterday dawned with nature clad in a mantle of | Esq. resigned 


chastest white; and, but for the depth of the mud, our | 
citizens would have had an opportunity of enjoying a | 
sleigh-ride. Some few, however, undertook it, but if! The following named gentlemen were elected Di- 
we may be permitted to judge, more for the name than | octors for the ensuing year: 
the game of the amusement. The snow was about three | . 

. =n | Thomas Elder 

inches deep. — M. Telegraph. Geo. H. Bucher 





HARRISBURG BANK, 


Jacob M Haldeman 
Joseph Wallace 





| Peter Kelker Frederick Kelker 
From the United States Gazette. Abraham Oves Thomas Brown 
COLD WEATHER INDEED! | John Geiger John Shoch 
James M’Cahan John Woods 


Mr. Chandler,—I have made thermometrical obser- | 
vations for nearly half a century, but I do not recollect } 
a colder day in the month of Novy. in this latitude, than | 
we experienced in this city yesterday, the 29th inst.| Job R. Tyson, Esq. has been appointed Secretary of 
When the Mercury (in my out-door thermometer) at | the Marshall Monument Committee, in the room of 
sunrise, had sunk to 20, which is 12 degrees below a | Wm. B. Reed, Esq. resigned. 
freezing point, and the intense cold continued, so that | 
at mid-day it could not rise above 25 inthe shade. We | 
have really had the extremes of Winter and Summer, | 
since the first of Oct. the 19th and 21st days of which, } 
the Mercury rose in the shade to 80, and for several | 
days it was 78. It will be recollected that Summer | 
heat is 76;—and in the present month of Nov, the Mer. | 


+ | DIED. 
cury has risen as high as 68. Indeed, almost the whole | ii vn s 
month of Oct. and part of Nov. a dog-days |, Col. William Duane, late Editor of the Aurora, died 


of August; and we have few days during our Winter, | in Philadelphia on Tuesday, the 24th Nov., in the 76th 
(in this latitude) colder than that of yesterday. | year of his age. 
Respectfully yours, C. P. aaa 


Philad, Nov. 30, 1835. Printed every Saturday morning by WILLIAM F. 


| 
| GEDDES, No. 9 Library street. 
A stalk of Buckwheat, which grew upon the farm of | Ty} licati : 
Mr. William Long, in Warrington township, Bucks 1¢ publication office of- the Register has been re- 
county, this season, produced the astonishing number | moved from Franklin Place, to No, 61, in the Arcade, 


of 2613 grains. | West Avenue, up stairs. 


Michael Lebkicher. 











Appointments by the Governor. 
John R. Vogdes, Esq., and Dr, Samuel Heintzelman, 
to be Aldermen of the city of Philadelphia, in place of 
Aldermen Inskeep, and Duane, deceased. 
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